
PSM Fall Meeting 2017 

October 21, 2017; Muskegon Community College 

The meeting was called to order by Polly Opsahl at approximately 10:30 a.m. Pat Barnes, 
Recording Secretary, was expected but not yet present so Melanie Dunbar agreed to record the 
minutes until her arrival. 

Polly opened the meeting by reading “Primer,” by Bob Hickock. 

Elections were the first item on the agenda.  

 Nominations for President included Elizabeth Kerlikowske, Phillip Sterling, (declined,) 
 and Pat Barnes (declined.) Elizabeth Kerlikowske was elected President by 
 acclimation. 

 Jennifer Clark was the only nomination for Vice-president. Jennifer Clark was elected 
 Vice President by acclimation. 

 There were no nominations for Recording Secretary and no volunteers. The duties of the 
 Recording Secretary include attending meetings, taking minutes, and sending minutes to 
 Board Members. 

 Debra Bechtel-Briggs volunteered for the position of Corresponding Secretary and 
 will be taking the positions effective immediately. 

 Susan Anderson was re-elected Treasurer by acclimation.  

 Phillip Sterling was nominated for Newsletter Editor but declined. As there were no other 
 nominations and no volunteers, Phillip consented to continue as Editor until a 
 replacement can be found. 

 Since Elizabeth Kerlikowske will be assuming the office of President in 2018, 
 Melanie Dunbar has agreed to serve as Peninsula Poets Editor, in addition to her role 
 as Contest Chairperson, in collaboration with Elizabeth and other volunteer editors. She 
 will collect and edit the material. Elizabeth will have it designed and printed. 

 Inge Logenburg Kyler agreed to continue as Historian. 

 Melanie Dunbar agrred to continue as Contest Chairperson. 

 Jerry Lang volunteered to serve as Parliamentarian.  

 All new positions take effect in January, 2018, with the exception of the Corresponding 
 Secretary. 

 Note: During “elections” there was discussion regarding the position of Parliamentarian 
 (and other offices) being appointed instead of elected, as well as a discussion regarding 
 the duties of the Parliamentarian. There were also concerns raised about the election 
 process itself and questions whether the bylaws are being followed. Phillip Sterling 



 suggested that the new Board might want to re-visit the Consititution and By-laws, with 
 an eye for revision, which Elizabeth Kerlikowske affirmed was high on her list of  
 priorities. 

Treasurer’s Report: Susan Anderson confirmed that we are current with our 501c(3) 
 designation. She reported that we have a total of $7,136 in our savings and checking 
 accounts. When asked about our current membership, Susan stated that we have 155 
 members. Membership dropped by 50+ members after the Water Music Anthology came 
 out.  

Vice-President’s Report: Anton Anderssen reported that he partnered with Royal Oak Schools 
 to hold a children’s poetry contest. He also has been working for the last two years to 
 promote poetry by persons with disabilities.  

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the Spring meeting were passed out for review. Elizabeth 
 Kerlikowske proposed to amend the minutes to reflect that she did not suggest Print on 
 Demand for Peninsula Poets. Phillip moved that they be accepted as amended, with the 
 members in attendance agreeing. It was decided that there doesn’t have to be an 
 amendment reported in the newsletter.  

Newsletter Editor Report: Phillip Sterling said the deadline for the next newsletter is the 
 Sunday after Thanksgiving, November 26th.  He will send a reminder email. The issue 
 will be ready for distribution the first week of December. 

Peninsula Poets Report: Melanie Dunbar proposed a call for submissions for cover art for the 
 member issue of Peninsula Poets.  

Annual Contest Report: Melanie Dunbar announced that the Spring Meeting is the deadline to 
 sponsor a category for the contest.  

[The Minutes up to this point have been compiled by Phillip Sterling from notes provided by 
Melanie Dunbar. Upon arrival of Pat Barnes (who said she’d confused the travel directions and 
apologized for her unintended tardiness), she assumed her role as Recording Secretary and 
submits the following.] 

Poetry Society of Michigan 10-21-17 
 
Peninsula Poets Report (cont,): Elizabeth Kerlikowske noted that she had removed some racist 
 lines from a winning poem before putting it in Peninsula Poets. Niether poem nor poet 
 was named. 
 
 Ed Morin commented that the Peninsula Poets collection held at the Clark Historical 
 Museum had been missing material from the 1990s. He will report in the next newsletter 
 on the updates to the collection. 
 
 Julie George spoke of Web Scribner's passing and his fine contribution to the Poetry 
 Society of Michigan as editor of Peninsula Poets. 
  



Tribute to Julie George: Julie was honored for her dedication to our society and for the many 
 offices she has held. She feels that PSM  is a hotbed of opportunity. A person may pursue 
 many avenues of enrichment and gain valuable experience in a variety of areas. Susan 
 Anderson read a poem in tribute to Julie, and Polly Opsahl presented her with a 
 certificate of appreciation. 
 
Other Business: Jerry Lang spoke about the Muskegon Museum of Art's “Art Talks” book.  
 Joann Odneal won this year's contest. Some lines of poetry from the contest were posted 
 on public transportation. Jerry moved that we continue to support this project with a $200 
 contribution. Rhonda G. seconded the motion. It was passed. 
 
 Jennifer Clark suggested that our Facebook site should be better maintained. Elizabeth 
 Kerlikowske indicated that Janeen Rastall (unofficially) has agreed to assist Melanie 
 Dunbar with the web site. Beginning in January all Facebook postings should go through 
 Janeen. 
 
 Polly Opsahl indicated that although Mono D'Angelo will no longer serve as 
 parlimentarian, he has agreed to continue coordinating the Manningham Contest. 
 
 Polly announced that The National Federation of State Poetry Societies convention will 
 be held in Denver, Colorado next year. All PSM members are encouraged to attend. 
 
 Polly Opsahl asked if PSM would be interested in collaborating with the Poetry Society 
 of Ohio in hosting a national convention in 2019 or 2020. Discussion was tabled due to  
 time. 
 
Program: Larry Thomas, our Honorary Chancellor, presented a program on writing poetry 
 inspired by the poems of other writers. He shared a hand-out of a selection of poems 
 written in this manner. Our assignment is to write a poem related to another poem and 
 send the results to Larry. E-mail is the preferred way to send work. We can expect 
 comments from our chancellor - “sometime”. 
 
 Brenda Gasahl won the Travelling Trophy with her poem “On the Wings of a Thought.” 
 
 The possibility of one of the “Local” poetry groups sponsoring the Spring meeting was 
discussed. It was decided that Dennis White’s group—or one of the other groups in the 
Metropolitan Detroit Area—or possibly Saginaw—will be approached. 
 
The meeting adjourned at about 2pm. 
 
Additions or corrections to these minutes should be addressed to Pat Barnes, 
barneswriter@wyan.org. 
 

 

 


